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Visiting China from Switzerland  

Many staff exchanges in the WIDTH project took 

place during summer time when academics were free 

of teaching duties and the pleasant weather conditions 

had added extra excitement to both continents. In 

Switzerland, the WIDTH partner, Professor Henning 

Müller, embarked his visit to China in July 2012. 

During his staying, Henning visited the three Chinese 

partner institutes resided in Beijing, thereafter drafted  

the research topics for the future exchanges in the 

context of WIDTH. He has found the clear overlaps 

between the various groups that he talked, paving the 

way for the collaborative work to be conducted in the 

immediate future. 

 

The first that also bearing the longest duration among 

his visits took place at the Capital Medical University 

(CMU). During this exchange, discussions on 

multidimensional image analysis were in progress. A 

tour of the entire research and teaching infrastructure 

in the CMU has helped the understanding of their 

research context. Specifically, several on-going 

projects in the CMU showed a clear overlap, 

encouraging the collaborations. 

 

 
 

 

The next part of the visit happened at Beijing General 

Navy Hospital. After a presentation of the main 

projects carried out at Switzerland, concrete 

collaboration plans were in discussion and 

consideration, notably within the remit of the NinaPro 

project on muscle activities of amputated persons, the  

activity that agrees very well with the surgery 

department that is part of WIDTH project. 

 
 

The last leg of his visit was with Tsinghua University 

First Affiliated Hospital, where the Cardiology 

Department is one of the partners of the WIDTH. The 

exchanged information focused mainly on the topics 

related to the imaging equipment such as 4D 

ultrasound. Collaborative activities, including the 

exchange of image data and user evaluations, have 

been discussed with very encouraging outcomes. In 

general, this visit has allowed greater understanding of 

the various research projects that are carried out by the 

Chinese partners, which lays a stepping stone into the 

future upcoming staff exchanges. 

At the similar time scale, another visit from 

Switzerland arrived in China in August was carried out 

by Professor Alexandre Cotting, who was seconded to 

Shanghai Fudan University, where a number of 

collaborative work was carried out in the field of 

medical informatics and biomedical informatics. 

Significent progress in the exchange of ideas were 

made. 
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Visiting Shanghai from Italy, 

Norway and United Kingdom  

A group visit from the rest of European partners to 

all the Chinese partners also took place in the 

summer from August to September, 2012. This 

group includes Prof. Davide Caramella from the 

University of Pisa in Italy, Dr. Roald Bergstrøm 

from KITH/NTNU in Norway and Dr. Xiaohong 

Gao from Middlesex University, UK. The visit 

embarked for Shanghai starting with visiting 

Fudan University. The meeting with Prof. 

Yuanyuan Wang, the WIDTH partner, and his 

colleague, Prof. Wei-Qi Wang, who holds the 

prestigious Chinese Science Academy Fellowship, 

has enlightened the European visitors with their 

on-going work. 
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Then, knowledge transfer workshops/seminars with 

Fudan researchers and students subsequently attained 

with exchanged presentations by both teams which 

were followed by the warm and sometimes heated 

discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting the research labs in Fudan also sheded 

considerable light on the breath and depth of the 

research work Fudan is working on. 
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Visiting Fuzhou from Italy, 

Norway and United Kingdom  

The second leg of the visit was to visit Fuzhou 

University at Fujian Province in China. Again the visit 

was very fruitful with many interesting topics 

discussed and furthered. 

During the visit, the presentations on the work carried 

out at Fuzhou University were given, which were then 

followed by the tour of their research laboratories with 

more demonstrations being given. 

 

 

 

Meeting with the senior managerial personals from 

Fuzhou University was also attained with further 

discussions on the immediate future collaborations. 

 

As being a long-term collaborator to the Fuzhou 

University, Fuzhou Hospital invited the team to pay a 

visit, in particular, at Radiology Department, which 

resulted in more interesting knowledge exchange 

discussions and potential future collaborative links. 
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As part of the WIDTH network activities, the 3-person 

team was also given a tour of tourist spot in Fuzhou, 

which was a welcome, especially after a long period of 

brainstorming exchanges on project scientific activities. 

 

Visiting Beijing by the European 

Team 

The last leg of the visit by the European team was in 

Beijing where the remaining three of five Chinese 

partners reside.  

The first partner to visit was Tsinghua University First 

Affiliated Hospital where the partner’s expertise lies in 

cardiology. As shown below, Dr. Lianyi Wang was 

giving a brief on the diagnostic work they had been 

doing by using their newly equipped 4D GE 

Ultrasound scanner. 

 

 

Meeting with the partner, Prof. Zhengming Tian at 

General Navy hospital also took place during this visit, 

which again bore a fruitful result, leading to further 

collaborations. 
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DIARY DATES 

October to November, 2012 

 

 European partners from the UK, Italy, and Germany will pay their 

exchanged visits with Chinese partners. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Middlesex University, The Burroughs, Hendon, London, NW4 4BT, UK. 

Tel: 0208 411 2252, http://www.mitime.org/width. 
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x.gao@mdx.ac.uk  

Mr. Michael Butterworth 
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