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August 14

On August 14-16, 2007, MIMI2007 was
held at Empark Grand Hotel at Beijing, as
part of TIME project activities. Delegates
of over 70 from about 18 countries/regions
(China, Japan, Korea, Pakistan, Singapore,
Malaysia, Libya, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Macao, UK, Finland, Italy, Switzerland,
Norway, Greece, USA, Canada) attended
this event.

Prior to the conference, on August 14,
some delegates visited General Navy
Hospital at Beijing, one of the most

advanced hospitals in China. Prof. Zengmin
Tian, the president of the hospital, showed
the delegates around. Prof. Tian then
introduced the background to an operation
he was going to perform: a brain tumour
removal using a house-made robot guided
with image processing software. The
operation was performed on a 60-year-old
woman who had a benign brain tumour.

The tumour caused her to have constant
headaches and she was having difficulty in
seeing. At the beginning of the procedure,
the precise location of the tumour is

matched between the MR images and
patient’s head. Then the robot drilled a hole
at the exact location, in order to carry out
the sucking out of liquid tumour. Patient

was awake during the whole operation

period, which lasted about 20 minutes. She
reported that she felt better immediately
after the operation and was able to talk as
normal.

The delegates were very impressed at the
efficiency and precision of the operation.
Delegates then were invited to have a lunch
at Diaoyutai State Hotel and were
impressed very much by the hotel and the
hospitality received.



August 15

MIMI2007 started on August 15, 2007. The
opening speech was delivered by Mr. Liang
Ying, the general secretary of China Medical
Informatics Association. Mr. Liang welcomed
MIMI2007 participants and summarised
current development on medical informatics in
China. As his speech was in Chinese, every
delegate had a headphone with simultaneous
translation into English.

Another welcome speech was given by Prof.
Richard Comley, the dean of research in the
School of Computing Science at Middlesex
University, co-sponsor of the conference. Prof.
Comley reviewed the rapid progress of medical
imaging and welcomed the delegates who
participated in the conference. Translation was
provided into Chinese.

After the welcome speeches, the plenary
session began. It was chaired by Prof. Luo,
Beijing partner of TIME project and Prof.
Comley.

The first key-note speaker was Prof. Davide
Caramella from University of Pisa, Italy. His
talk was on ‘E-learning in Diagnostic imaging’,
covering the background of application of e-
science to radiology department, which was
very well received.

Dr. Andreas Albrecht, from University of
Hertfordshire, UK, was the second key-note
speaker. He talked about complexity aspects of
image classification, with focus on the
theoretical part of image classification,
introducing the audience to another interesting
aspect of the conference.

Prof. Maryellen Giger, from University of
Chicago, USA, then discussed on ‘Breast CAD:
lessons learned and vision for the future’, the
experience she had had on the development of
CAD (computer aided design) for clinical
applications. This was also during the plenary
session, and was especially striking due to her
use of vivid medical images.

The fourth key-note speech was delivered by
Prof. Caramella for Prof. Paolo Inchingolo
from Italy, who was unable to attend the
conference due to ill-health. Prof. Inchingolo’s
topic was on “The open three consortium: a
world-wide full-service and open-source
initiative at the service of people’s health-care
and inclusion”.

Dr.Hanna Pohjonen, from Finland, was the fifth
key-note speaker. She gave a talk on
‘Extending the radiological workplace across
the borders’, which she explained the new

information  techniques applied in the
radiological workplaces.
Prof. Zengmin Tian from General Navy

Hospital of China delivered the last key-note
speech. In it he described his latest invention:
image guided surgery using a robot. The talk,
‘From frame to frameless stereo-tactic
operation’, was very exciting and brought
atmosphere of the conference into an even
higher level.

Audience enjoyed the plenary session very
much. Some of them took advantage of
simultaneous translation facility in order to

attend speeches that they otherwise would not
have been able to understand.



The conference was then divided into two
parallel sessions from August 15 afternoon to
the afternoon on August 16. Each session was
chaired by the known expert in the field.

Session chairs eagerly discussed the contents to

be carried out.

The conference dinner was hosted by Ms
Yanjie Gao, the Deputy Director of the Centre
of Health Information at Ministry of Health in
China.

August 16

Two workshops were organised during the
conference. One was on Legal, Ethical and
Social Issues in medical Imaging and
Informatics, and was organised by Middlesex
University at UK. Dr. Penny Duquenoy, Dr.

Carlisle George, and Dr. Anthony Solomonides
presented their work and views on these issues.

The second workshop was on Computer-aided
Diagnosis (CAD) and was organised by Prof.
Hiroshi Fujita from Japan. The speakers
included Prof. Maryellen Giger from USA,

Prof. Fujita from Japan, Prof. Jong Hyo Kim

from Korea, Prfo. Ruey-Feng Chang from
China, and Prof. Wieslaw Nowinski from

Singapore.

Poster sessions were organised parallel with the
other two oral presentations and attracted many
viewers during the conference break. Social
activities included tour to Great wall and
sampling local cuisine, including Beijing
ducks.
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